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1. What did we do?



What did we do? 

Research Area: Chiang Khong, Chiang Rai District



What did we do? 

Research question: „What are the most important issues that 
people in the Chiang Khong area deal with?“



What did we do? 

Interspaces:



2. Methodological Framework



• During the Field Trip we focused on Phase A of TDR

• We applied the following methods:

Research Methods

(Non)Participant Observation

Open InterviewTranssect Walk



Open Interviews

Research Methods



Open Interviews

Research Methods



(Non)Participant Observations

Research Methods



Transect Walk

Research Methods



3. Major Findings



Major Findings 

Interspaces

Mentioned
Issues

Mekong 
River 
School

Boat 
Driver

Women for 
Change & 
Lahu Women

Fishermen & 
Assistant of 
Village Head

Local 
Translators 

Unpredictable
Water level

x x (x) x x

Water pollution x x x

Youth moving away x x x x

Bridge x x

Gender inequality x x

Citizenship x

Education x x x

Cross-border Trade 
(Regulation)

x x x x

Loss of local Identity & 
knowledge

x x



Major Findings 

NGOs & CSOs

GovernmentCivil Society

AcademiaPrivate Sector

• Social movements, NGOs etc. already practice TDR

• There are various networks of actors tackling social and 
environmental issues of the region

Actors in TDR of River School:



Major Findings 

Bottom-Up-Research Process (“TDR”) of the Mekong River School: 

„Social Change should benefit local people, 
[thus] research [...] must involve the 

participation of locals“



4. Reflection



Reflection 

• Mediated Communication:

– Language (Loss of information through translation)

– Gatekeeper 

• Our group size in comparison to non-academic actors 

• Timing not met with local livelihood and strict schedule 

• Power Relations  hard to hear the voices of the affected people 

• Answers were partly prepared, general statements and selected



5. Center for Girls / Khiang Rim
Khong



Center for Girls



Khiang Rim Khong



Thank you for your attention! 
Any questions?


